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AP n BAGHDAD

Missiles fired from Iran tar-
geted bases of an exiled

Iranian Kurdish opposition
group in neighbouring Iraq on
Monday, killing at least one
person and wounding eight,
local officials said.

It was the latest in a series of
such attacks in recent weeks.

The casualty number from

Iran's salvo in the northern
province of Sulimaniyah in
Iraq's semi-autonomous
Kurdish-run region was not
immediately clear.

Korosh Nosrati, an official
with the opposition group that
was targeted said three people
were killed. Saman Barzanji,
the regional Kurdish Health
Minister said the number of
fatalities was expected to rise.

Iran's paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard confirmed the
attack and said it had targeted
the bases of “terrorist groups” by
drones and missiles, according
to Iran's official IRNA news
agency.

Kurdish Prime Minister
Masrour Barzani condemned
the attack, saying it was a “vio-
lation” of Iraq and the Kurdish
region's sovereignty.

AP n NUSA DUA

President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi
Jinping opened their first

in-person meeting Monday
since the US president took
office nearly two years ago,
amid increasing economic and
security tensions between the
two superpowers as they com-
pete for global influence.

Xi and Biden greeted each
other with a handshake at a lux-
ury resort hotel in Indonesia,
where they are attending the
Group of 20 summit of large
economies. As they began their
conversation, Biden said he and
Xi have a “responsibility” to
show that their nations can
“manage our differences” and
identify areas of mutual coop-
eration. Xi added that he hoped
the pair would “elevate the rela-
tionship” and that he was pre-
pared to have a “candid and in-
depth exchange of views” with
Biden.

Both men entered the high-
ly anticipated meeting with bol-
stered political standing at home.
Democrats triumphantly held

onto control of the US Senate,
with a chance to boost their
ranks by one in a runoff election
in Georgia next month, while Xi
was awarded a third five-year
term in October by the Commu-
nist Party's national congress, a
break with tradition.

“We have very little misun-
derstanding,” Biden told
reporters in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia on Sunday, where he par-
ticipated in a gathering of south-
east Asian nations before leav-
ing for Indonesia. “We just got
to figure out where the red lines
are and ... What are the most
important things to each of us
going into the next two years.” 

Biden added: “His circum-
stance has changed, to state the
obvious, at home.” The president
said of his own situation: “I
know I'm coming in stronger.” 

White House aides have
repeatedly sought to play down
any notion of conflict between
the two nations and have
emphasized that they believe the
two countries can work in tan-
dem on shared challenges such
as climate change and health
security. 

PTI n TORONTO

The Canadian Armed Forces
(CAF) have announced

that permanent residents,
which includes a large number
of Indians, will now be allowed
to enlist, as the military strug-
gles with low recruitment lev-
els, according to a media
report.

The move also comes five
years after the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
announced that they're chang-
ing their "outdated recruit-
ment process" which will allow
permanent residents who have
lived in Canada for 10 years to
apply, CTV News reported.

AP nWASHINGTON

Congress is returning to an extreme-
ly volatile post-election landscape,

with control of the House still unde-
cided, party leadership in flux and a
potentially consequential lame-duck
session with legislation on gay marriage,
Ukraine and government funding.

Newly elected members of Congress arrived
for Monday's orientation amid jarring disap-
pointments for Republicans, setting up rocky inter-
nal party leadership elections for GOP leader
Kevin McCarthy and Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell. Republicans suffered one of the

most disappointing midterm outcomes
in decades when a mighty red wave
forecast for the House never hit.

Democrats performed better than
expected, keeping narrow control of the
Senate and pressing a long shot race for
the House. But they, too, face leadership
turmoil as Republicans pick up House
seats toward majority control that

would threaten Speaker Nancy Pelosi's gavel.
“There are all kinds of ways to exert influence,”

Pelosi said Sunday, deflecting questions about her
future if Democrats lose control of the House.
“Speaker has awesome power, but I will always
have influence.”

Congress faces leaders in
flux, big to-do list post-poll

Permanent residents
can now be part of
Canadian military

Renewed Iranian attacks in northern Iraq kill 1

AP n NUSA DUA (INDONESIA)

Discord over Russia's war on
Ukraine and festering ten-

sions between the US and China
are proving to be ominous back-
drops for world leaders gather-
ing in Indonesia's tropical Bali
island for a summit of the
Group of 20 biggest economies
starting Tuesday. 

With recession looming as
central banks fight decades-
high inflation partly brought on
by the war, US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said that
ending the conflict would be the
"single best thing that we can do
for the global economy."

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak, writing in the newspaper

The Telegraph, called Russia a
"rogue state" and slammed its
president, Vladimir Putin, for
staying away.

"Leaders take responsibility.
They show up. Yet, at the G-20
summit in Indonesia this week,
one seat will remain vacant,"
wrote Sunak, who took office

last month. "The man who is
responsible for so much blood-
shed in Ukraine and economic
strife around the world will not
be there to face his peers. He
won't even attempt to explain his
actions." 

Pressures have been mount-
ing as Russian attacks destroy
vital infrastructure in Ukraine,
adding to miseries in damaged
cities just as winter cold takes
hold. 

The G-20 meetings pro-
vide another opportunity for
leaders to show unity in their
support for Ukraine, discus-
sions that “are inseparable from
those on how we can strength-
en our collective security," Sunak
said. 

AP n KHERSON

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy made a

triumphant visit to the newly lib-
erated city of Kherson on
Monday, hailing the Russian
withdrawal as the “beginning of
the end of the war” but also
acknowledging the heavy price
Ukrainian soldiers are paying in
their grinding effort to push
back the invading force.

The retaking of Kherson
was one of Ukraine's biggest suc-
cesses in nearly nine months
since the invasion. 

It served another stinging
blow to the Kremlin and could
become a springboard for fur-

ther advances into occupied
territory. Zelenskyy walked the
streets of the city Monday, just
hours after warning in his night-
ly video address of booby traps
and mines left behind by the
Russians before their retreat.

“This is the beginning of the
end of the war,” he said. 

“We are step by step coming
to all the temporarily occupied
territories.”

BIDEN, XI SHAKE HANDS
AS THEY MEET AMID
SUPERPOWER TENSIONS

Ukraine, China-US frictions
dominate at G-20 summit in Bali

Zelenskyy calls liberation of
Kherson �beginning of end�


