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Amid speculation over
alleged Chinese spy bal-

loons, Taiwan's Defence
Ministry said on Tuesday it
would shoot down any sus-
pected military object coming
close to its shores from main-
land China.

Maj. Gen. Huang Wen-
chi, the assistant deputy chief
of general staff for intelligence,
told reporters that the self-gov-
erning island was on guard for
any incursions, but had yet to
find any that had penetrated its
defences. Balloons found so far
around Taiwan were used for
meteorological exploration, he
said. They were relatively small
and light and would burst after
rising to an altitude that could
be threatening. Taiwan has yet
to find targets requiring a
lethal response, he said.

"We haven't seen such
sophisticated spy balloons sent
by the Chinese Communist
Party in the waters near
Taiwan,” Huang said, referring
to the balloon shot down by the

US earlier this month after
travelling for days from above
Alaska to South Carolina.

China, which claims
Taiwan as its territory to be
reunited by force if necessary,
regularly sends fighter jets and
other military assets into
Taiwan's airspace and sea lanes.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
called the US downing of the
Chinese balloon a “clear over-
reaction". Beijing says it was an
unmanned airship made for
meteorological research that
had been blown off course.

The US military had
engaged an “absurd and costly
large-scale political perfor-
mance art show. We also advise
the US side to be careful about
overexerting itself and sprain-
ing its back", Wang said at a
daily news briefing.

The White House defend-
ed the shootdowns of three
unidentified objects in as many
days even as it acknowledged
that officials had no indication
the objects were intended for
surveillance in the same man-
ner as the high-altitude
Chinese balloon.
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping
expressed support for Iran

during a visit by its president
on Tuesday as Tehran tries to
expand relations with Beijing
and Moscow to offset Western
sanctions over its nuclear
development.

The off icial Chinese
account of Xi's meeting with
Ebrahim Raisi gave no indi-
cation whether they discussed
Russia's attack on Ukraine. 

Tehran supplied military
drones to Russian President
Vladimir Putin's government
but says they were delivered
before the war began.

Xi expressed support for
Raisi's government in lan-
guage Beijing uses to criticise
Washington's domination of
global affairs. 

China and Iran portray
themselves,  alongside
Moscow, as counterweights to
American power. “China sup-
ports Iran in safeguarding
national sovereignty” and
“resisting unilateralism and
bullying,” Xi said in a state-
ment carried by Chinese state
TV on its website.
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Israel's finance minister
Tuesday brushed off

American criticism of new set-
tlement construction in the
West Bank and vowed to
legalise dozens of wildcat set-
tlement outposts in the occu-
pied territory.

Bezalel Smotrich spoke less
than a day after the U.S. Said it
strongly opposed Israeli plans
to build extensively in West
Bank settlements and retroac-
tively legalise nine outposts.

Smotrich, a religious ultra-
nationalist settler, said he and
his allies were “committed to
removing completely the
restrictions on building in Judea
and Samaria,” referring to the
West Bank by its biblical names.

Smotrich, a longtime settler
leader, has been promised
authority over the defense body
responsible for West Bank set-
tlement construction as part of
his coalition agreement with
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.
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Debt-stricken Sri Lanka is fast-tracking efforts
to seal a stalled trade pact with Thailand in

order to boost trade and tourism, and improve the
foreign currency shortage that has led to its worst
economic crisis, a government minister said on
Tuesday.

Sri Lanka began talks with Thailand on a free
trade agreement in 2016, held two rounds of dis-
cussions in 2018, and the latest last month. But gov-
ernment spokesman Bandula Gunawardena said
there's been a “huge delay” and Sri Lanka is now
determined to sign the agreement before the end
of March. The trade pact aims to boost two-way
trade from $550 million to $1.5 billion. 

Sri Lanka is also in talks with neighbouring
India and China to reach trade agreements. The
country is bankrupt and has suspended repayment
of its $51 billion foreign debt, of which $28 billion
must be repaid by 2027. 
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Agunman opened fire
Monday night at Michigan

State University, killing three
people and wounding five
more, before fatally shooting
himself off campus amid an
hourslong manhunt during
which frightened students hid
in the dark.

Police reported the man's
death early Tuesday, four hours
after shootings broke out, first
at Berkey Hall, an academic
building, and then nearby at
the MSU Union, a popular hub
to eat or study.

“This truly has been a
nightmare we're living tonight,”
said Chris Rozman, interim
deputy chief of the campus
police department.

Hundreds of officers had
scoured the East Lansing cam-
pus, about 90 miles (145 kilo-
meters) northwest of Detroit,
for the suspect, whom police
described as a short Black man
with red shoes, a jean jacket
and ball cap.

Rozman said it was too
early to know a motive and

whether the man had some
type of affiliation with the uni-
versity. His name was not
immediately released.

"There's a lot that we don't
know at this point," Rozman
said.

Two people were killed at
Berkey and another was killed
at the MSU Union, he said. 

Sparrow Hospital
spokesperson John Foren said
he had no information on the
conditions of five injured peo-
ple.

By 10:15 p.M., police said
Berkey, as well as nearby resi-
dence halls, were secured.

Before the gunman was
found dead, WDIV-TV mete-

orologist Kim Adams, whose
daughter attends Michigan
State, told viewers that students
were worn down by the hours-
long saga.

“They've been hiding, all
the lights off in a dark room,”
Adams said. “Their cellphones
are starting to lose battery
charge. They don't all have
chargers with them and losing
contact with the outside world
is terrifying on a normal day for
college kids, let alone when
there's someone out there that
they haven't caught yet.”

Aedan Kelley, a junior who
lives a half-mile (less than a
kilometer) east of campus, said
he locked his doors and cov-
ered his windows “just in case.”
Sirens were constant, he said,
and a helicopter hovered over-
head.

"It's all very frightening,"
Kelley said. “And then I have all
these people texting me won-
dering if I'm OK, which is over-
whelming.”

Michigan State has about
50,000 students. All campus
activities were canceled for 48
hours, including athletics and
classes.
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Prominent Indian-
American politician Nikki

Haley launched her presiden-
tial campaign on Tuesday,
becoming the first Republican
to challenge former US
President Donald Trump in
his 2024 bid for the White
House.

Haley, 51, is the two-term
Governor of South Carolina
and the former US
Ambassador to the United
Nations.

"I'm Nikki Haley, and I'm
running for President,” she
announced in a video message.

"It's time for a new gener-
ation of leadership – to redis-
cover fiscal responsibility,
secure our border, and
strengthen our country, our
pride and our purpose. Some
people look at America and
see vulnerability. The socialist
left sees an opportunity to
rewrite history,” she said.
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Under the fluorescent lights
of a fifth grade classroom

in Lexington, Kentucky,
Donnie Piercey instructed his
23 students to try and outwit
the “robot” that was churning
out writing assignments.

The robot was the new
artificial intelligence tool
ChatGPT, which can generate
everything from essays and
haikus to term papers within
seconds. The technology has
panicked teachers and prompt-
ed school districts to block
access to the site. But Piercey
has taken another approach by
embracing it as a teaching
tool, saying his job is to prepare
students for a world where
knowledge of AI will be
required.

“This is the future,” said
Piercey, who describes
ChatGPT as just the latest tech-
nology in his 17 years of teach-

ing that prompted concerns
about the potential for cheating.
The calculator, spellcheck,
Google, Wikipedia, YouTube.
Now all his students have
Chromebooks on their desks.
“As educators, we haven’t figured
out the best way to use artificial
intelligence yet. But it’s coming,
whether we want it to or not.”

One exercise in his class
pitted students against the
machine in a lively, interactive
writing game. Piercey asked
students to “Find the Bot:”
Each student summarized a
text about boxing champion
and Kentucky icon
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Muhammad Ali, then tried to
figure out which was written
by the chatbot.

At the elementary school
level, Piercey is less worried
about cheating and plagiarism
than high school teachers. His
district has blocked students
from ChatGPT while allowing
teacher access. 

Many educators around
the country say districts need
time to evaluate and figure out
the chatbot but also acknowl-
edge the futility of a ban that
today’s tech-savvy students
can work around. “To be per-
fectly honest, do I wish it
could be uninvented? Yes. But
it happened,” said Steve
Darlow, the technology train-
er at Florida's Santa Rosa.
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