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India on Friday termed as
“most uncalled for” action by

China to block a proposal at the
UN Security Council (UNSC)
to designate Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
deputy chief Abdul Rauf Azhar
as a global terrorist.

Making this assertion here,
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said India will continue to
pursue its principled position
of bringing the terrorist to jus-
tice including through UN
Security Council's sanction
regime.

"It is unfortunate that when
it comes to our collective bat-
tle against terrorism, the inter-
national community has been
unable to speak in one com-
mon voice," he said.

“It is most regrettable that
genuine and evidence-based
listing proposals pertaining to
some of the most notorious ter-
rorists in the world are being
placed on hold. Double stan-
dards and continuing politici-
sation have rendered credibil-
ity of sanctions committee at an

all-time low,” Bagchi said.
“There should be no double
standards in dealing with ter-
rorists. Practice of placing
holds and blocks without giv-
ing any justification must end,”
he added.

On the “technical” hold by
China in the UNSC to block
the blacklisting proposal,
Bagchi said, "This is an issue
our permanent representative
made a statement on; flagged
the concern categorically. We
note with regret that a techni-
cal hold has been placed on the
listing proposal for Abdul Rauf
Asghar."

Rauf, the younger brother
of JeM chief Masood Azhar, has
been involved in planning and
executing numerous terror
strikes in India including the
hijacking of Indian Airlines air-
craft IC814 in 1999, attack on
Parliament in 2001 and the tar-

geting of the IAF base in
Pathankot in 2016.

This strong reaction by
India came after China on
Wednesday put a “technical
hold” on a joint proposal at the
UN Security Council by India
and the US to blacklist him. All
other 14 member states of the
top UN body supported the
move.

The Chinese action came
less than a month after Beijing
blocked a similar joint proposal
by India and the US to black-
list Pakistan-based deputy
leader of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
Abdul Rehman Makki.

Makki too has been
involved in raising funds,
recruiting and radicalising
youths to resort to violence and
planning and executing attacks
in India, including the Mumbai
terror strikes.

The proposal to designate
Abdul Rauf was moved in the
UN Security Council 1267
Sanctions Committee and the
documents related to it were
circulated among all the mem-
ber nations. China has blocked
proposals at least six times in
the last one decade to designate
Pakistan-based terrorists.
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Concerned over the likeli-
hood of pro-Khalistan and

pro-Pakistan Kashmiri outfits
disrupting Independence Day
celebrations in Canada, India,
for the first time ever, has
urged the authorities to ensure
security and prevent disrup-
tions.    

The celebrations are orga-
nized by the Indo-Canadian
community and it will hold the
events for the first time in pub-
lic since 2019 after the Covid
restrictions were relaxed.
Making this request, the Indian
High Commission also urged
the Canadian authorities to
provide adequate security to its
diplomatic offices in Ottawa,
Toronto and Vancouver,
reports said.

It is the first time India has
enlarged its security interest for
Independence Day in a request
to Canada foreign ministry.
This plea came after India got
reports that pro-Khalistan and
pro-Pakistan Kashmiri outfits
were planning to disrupt such
events. 

Last year, the non-profit
Panorama India organised an
event for August 15 in the
Toronto suburb of Mississauga
and it was marred by protests.
The showpiece event this year
will be the India Day parade in
Toronto, organised by

Panorama India, which will
include floats from various
states and community groups.
It will culminate at a public cel-
ebration in downtown Toronto. 

In 2019, this event had
attracted over 50,000 people of
Indian origin. In British
Columbia, Indo-Canadian
groups are planning a large car
rally from the town of Surrey
in the Metro Vancouver region.

Meanwhile, a fly-past by a
220 ft-long majestic Indian
tricolour, made of Khadi, over
the iconic Hudson river and
the display of a giant bill-
board at the Times Square are
among the highlights of the
grand celebrations planned to
mark 75 years of India's
Independence in New York
this week.

The Federation of Indian
Associations NY-NJ-CT-NE (
FIA) said as part of its grand
celebrations to mark 75 years
of  independence, the diaspo-
ra organisation will display a
giant ‘India Day Parade' bill-
board at Times Square on
August 15.

Further, a special 220
feet-long Indian tricolour,
made of Khadi, will be flown
over the Hudson River in New
York, the FIA said adding that
this will be a one-of-its-kind
special fly-past of the “largest
Indian tricolour” over the icon-
ic river and will be witnessed
by thousands.
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As many as 151 police per-
sonnel, including 28

women officers, from across
the country were selected for
the 'Union Home Minister's
Medal for Excellence in
Investigation' which was
announced on Friday.  The
CBI's 15 officers have been
selected for award, followed by
11 from Maharashtra Police, 10
each from Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh, and eight
each from Kerala, Rajasthan
and West Bengal Police. 

Seven personnel from
Bihar Police, six each from
Gujarat, Karnataka and Delhi,
and five each from Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and Narcotics Control Bureau
were selected for the award.

Four personnel each from
Assam, Haryana and Odisha
were also selected for excellence
in investigation.   The 'Union
Home Minister's Medal for
Excellence in Investigation' was
constituted in 2018 with objec-
tive to promote high profes-
sional standards of investiga-
tion of crime and to recognise
such excellence in probe.  It is
announced on August 12 every
year. 

The CBI officers who
probed Justice SN Shukla cor-
ruption case, booked a retired
railway officer in connection
with �50 lakh bribe, and arrest-
ed Navy officers in a corruption
case, are among 15 personnel
of Union Home Minister's

Medal for Excellence in
Investigation. Among  winners
of prestigious medal is Deputy
SP Surender Kumar Rohilla
posted in AC-II wing of the
agency, who booked former
Allahabad High Court judge
SN Shukla in a corruption case
for allegedly favouring a private
medical college. Rohilla was
also part of team which had
probed death of actor Sushant
Singh Rajput. 

Pramod Kumar, a Deputy
SP in AC-I unit, has been
awarded the medal for arrest-
ing AK Kathpal, a retired prin-
cipal chief mechanical engineer
of the railways, in a bribery case
of �50 lakh. Deputy SP Kumar
Bhaskar from AC-I, who bust-
ed a major corruption case in
Navy in which several former
and serving officers were
arrested by agency for favour-
ing a Hyderabad-based com-
pany, is among the recipients of
the coveted medal.  

Deputy SP Sandeepsingh
Sureshsingh Bhadouriya post-
ed in the ACB unit of agency
in Gandhinagar received the
medal for exposing corruption
by a former joint director of
DG of Foreign Trade, while
Hemanshu Shah, an Inspector
in force received award for
arresting two senior
Enforcement Directorate offi-
cers in a bribery case of �5 lakh,
they said. The only woman
medalist in the list is M
Sasirekha, an Inspector in ACB,
Chennai, who got medal for
solving �45 crore Chennai Port
Trust scam and arresting
Assistant Superintendent of
port S Raghu Bernard for scam. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has con-

ducted searches at various
premises of Bengaluru-based
Yellow Tune Technologies
Private Limited and issued an
order  freezing its bank bal-
ances, payment gateway bal-
ances and Crypto balances of
Flipvolt Crypto-currency
exchange to the tune of Rs 370
crore.

After the criminal investi-
gation, many of these fintech
Apps have shut shop and
diverted the huge profits
earned using the modus
operandi of investments on
various crypto and gateway
balances, the ED said.  

While doing fund trail
investigation, the ED found
that a large amount of funds to
the tune of Rs 370 crore were
deposited by 23 entities includ-
ing accused NBFCs and their
fintech companies into the
Rupee wallets of Yellow Tune
Technologies Private Limited
held with Crypto Exchange
Flipvolt Technologies Private
Limited. These amounts were
nothing but ‘proceeds of crime’
derived from predatory lending
practices. “Crypto currency so
purchased was transferred to
various unknown foreign wal-

let addresses. Further, search-
es were conducted at various
premises of Yellow Tune
Technologies Private Limited
on August 8 to 10 in order to
locate the beneficial owners of
this company and that of the
recipient wallets,” it said.

However, the company's
promoters are untraceable. It is
found that this shell entity was
incorporated by Chinese
nationals Alex and Kaidi (real
name not known) with the
active connivance of willing
chartered accountants
(CAs)/company secretaries
(CSs) and the bank accounts
were opened in the name of
dummy directors.

These Chinese nationals
left India during December
2020 and later the Bank inter-
net credentials, digital signa-
tures of dummy directors were
shipped abroad and were used
by the said Chinese nationals to
launder the proceeds of crime.
The ED could trace the assets
of Yellowtune to the extent of
Rs 2.31 crore and has issued the
freezing order under PMLA.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued

a provisional attachment order
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act attaching
immovable assets worth Rs
300.40 crore in a money laun-
dering case against Mantri
Group for cheating home buy-
ers.

Home buyers of the Mantri
Group’s projects styled as
“Mantri Serenity”, “Mantri Web
City” & “Mantri Energia” res-
idential projects were alleged-
ly cheated.

Castles Vista Private
Limited and Buoyant
Technology Constellations Pvt.
Ltd. (both (subsidiaries of
Mantri Developers Pvt. Ltd.)
induced the home buyers with
rosily painted schemes, show-
ing misleading brochures, fal-
sification of delivery time lines
and window dressing. 

But the flats have not been
delivered even after seven to
ten years of taking deposits

from prospective home buyers,
the ED said in a statement. The
PMLA probe was initiated on
the basis of FIR registered by
the Subramanyapura Police
Station, Bengaluru under var-
ious Sections of the Indian
Penal Code. 

Multiple FIRs have also
been registered by the home
buyers against Mantri
Developers Private Limited,
its subsidiaries, directors and
promoters for cheating the
public by inducing the home
buyers with false promises at
Cubbon Park Police Station,
Bengaluru.

The ED had arrested Sushil
P Mantri, founder and pro-
moter director of Mantri
Developers Pvt. Ltd. real estate
entity in connection with the
ongoing investigation under
PMLA on June 24.

Further Investigation
revealed that Mantri
Developers and its subsidiaries
diverted home buyers’ money
to other projects which is a
criminal breach of trust. 
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The Supreme Court on
Friday fixed August 28 as

the date for the demolition of
Supertech's twin 40-storey tow-
ers in its Emerald project in
Noida but granted a “band-
width” till September 4 in case
of delays arising out of techni-
cal or weather conditions.

The apex court had earli-
er fixed August 21 as the date
for demolition of the buildings,
which have been held illegal for
violation of norms. 

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and A S
Bopanna also asked agencies
concerned, including the man-
agement of Supertech, to coop-
erate with the agencies engaged
in the demolition exercise.

The top court had on May
17 extended till August 28 the
deadline for demolition of the
twin towers on the advice of
experts.  

The top court's order came
on an application filed by
Interim Resolution Professional
(IRP) seeking an extension of
the timeline of May 22, 2022 by
three months till August 28
after the agency appointed for
demolition, Edifice

Engineering sought time on
grounds of slight change in
design after carrying out test
blasts. "In view of the expert
opinion, time for completing
the work of demolition is
extended until August 28, 2022.
A status report shall be filed by
NOIDA after convening a
meeting of all stakeholders on
the steps which are being taken
between the date of this order
and a week prior to the next
date of listing", the top court
had said. 

On February 28, the
NOIDA authority informed
the top court that the work for
the demolition has commenced
and will be razed completely by
May 22. The authority had in
its earlier status report said after
the demolition of these massive
structures, the entire debris will
be cleared of the site by August
22. 

On August 31 last year, the
top court had ordered the
demolition of the towers under
construction within three
months for violation of build-
ing norms in "collusion” with
NOIDA officials, holding that
illegal construction has to be
dealt with strictly to ensure
compliance of the rule of law. 
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The Income Tax Department
has detected "unaccounted"

income of over Rs 150 crore
after it recently searched a
business group based in Jhansi,
Uttar Pradesh, that is engaged
in undertaking civil contracts
and real estate development.

The searches were initiat-
ed on August 3 and about 30
premises in Jhansi, Lucknow
and Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi and Goa were covered in
the operation.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) said in a
statement that a "key person"
covered during the searches
"voluntarily offered additional
income exceeding Rs 150
crore".

The board is the regulato-
ry agency for the income tax
department. The preliminary
analysis of evidence in the
business of civil contract has
revealed that the group was
engaged in "large-scale" tax
evasion by suppression of its
profits through manipulating
the regular books of account at

the end of every year, the
CBDT alleged. "These manip-
ulations were in the nature of
claiming bogus expenses and
bogus sundry creditors, etc.
These sundry creditors were
found to be non-existent and
unverifiable.The claim of bogus
expenses and bogus sundry
creditors exceeding Rs 250
crore has been quantified from
the seized evidence," it said.

Another modus operandi
adopted by the companies
engaged in real estate, the
CBDT said, includes receipt of
cash over and above the stamp
duty value resulting in tax eva-
sion. "These companies were
not offering income to tax as
per accounting standards, even
when substantial construction
work had been completed.

"So far, the investigation
from evidence collected during
the search has revealed the
quantum of unaccounted
receipts aggregating to more
than Rs 150 crore," it said. The
department also seized "unac-
counted" cash and jewellery
worth over Rs 15 crore so far,
it added.
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With tension escalating
between China and

Taiwan, India on Friday, for the
first time, said it is concerned
over developments and called
for avoiding unilateral action
to change the status quo in the
region. Making this appeal,
India also favored exercising
restraint and underlined the
need for efforts to maintain
peace and stability in region. 

These official comments
by External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
came in the backdrop of China
launching major military drills
around Taiwan as part of its
response to US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's recent visit to
Taiwan.

"Like many other coun-
tries, India too is concerned at
recent developments," Bagchi
said at a media briefing. "We
urge exercise of restraint,
avoidance of unilateral actions
to change status quo, de-esca-
lation of tensions and efforts to
maintain peace and stability in
region," he said. In response to
a question on India's position
on one-China principle,
Bagchi's said, "India's relevant
policies in this are well-known

and consistent and do not
require reiteration.” China con-
siders Taiwan as its breakaway
province. The Taiwanese gov-
ernment alleged that China
used the military exercise as a
practice to attack country in
future.

The US has been steadfast
in its outreach to Taiwan in the
face of increasing Chinese
hostilities and reassuring
Taipei of its continued support.
India has been promoting ties
with Taiwan in areas of trade,
investment, tourism, culture,
education and people-to-peo-
ple exchanges.

The volume of bilateral
trade has grown nearly six fold
from $1.19 billion in 2001 to
almost $7.05 billion in 2018
and India ranks as Taiwan's
14th largest export destination
and 18th largest source of
imports, according to official
data.

By end of 2018, around
106 Taiwanese companies were
operating in India, with total
investment amounting to $1.5
billion in the fields of infor-
mation and communication
technology, medical devices,
automobile components,
machinery, steel, electronics,
construction, engineering and
financial services.  

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday sought a response
from the Centre and others on
a plea seeking directions to
create a centralised database
providing information about
bank accounts, insurance, post
office funds etc. held by
deceased account holders. 

A bench of Justices SA
Nazeer and JK Maheshwari
issued notices to Ministry of
Finance, Reserve Bank of India,
SEBI and others on a petition
filed by journalist Sucheta
Dalal.Advocate Prashant
Bhushan appeared for Dalal in
the apex court.  

The plea has also sought a
direction to establish a proce-
dure for dealing with claims of
legal heirs qua bank deposits,
insurance, post office funds
etc., that eliminates unnecessary
litigation. “It is submitted that
Depositors' Education and
Awareness Fund (DEAF) had
�39,264.25 crore at end of
March 2021, up from �33,114
crore on 31 March, 2020 and a
sharp rise from �18,381 crore at
end of March 2019.

“Further amount lying
with Investor Education
Protection Fund, started at �400
crore in 1999, was 10 times
higher at �4,100 crore at end of
March 2020,” the plea said. 
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